Out at the target— L
where it really counts —exactly whatis...

: HEN a hunter fires a shotgun, he re-
leases a shot load that disperses

laterally and longitudinally to form a

cigar-shaped cloud. The longitudinal

dispersion, or “string” of the pellets,

increases as the shot cloud moves down-
range. On a target moving swiftly across

the line of fire, this stringing causes a drop
in effective pellet density.

The classic question this phenomenon
poses is whether or not the drop in density
causes any sensible loss in lethal perform-

ance against a target. A half-century ago,
Maj. Sir Gerald Burrard in his book The

L4 Modern Shotgun gave a very lucid,
thorough and competent treatment of the
causes and effects. He concluded that the

pe adverse effects of shot stringing are slight

and have no significant consequences for
the shooter.
Some, unconvinced by Burrard’s find-
ings, have challenged this conclusion.
BY E. D. LOWRY They claim that shot stringing can cause a
res significant drop in a shotshell's lethal
; . y lld performance against fast-moving targets
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